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July 24, 2020 

Dear Elgin ISD Families and Staff,  

Once again, we find ourselves in the midst of change, which will effectively change some of our plans 

moving forward. 

Because we continue to experience a surge in COVID-19 cases, orders were issued by both Travis and 

Bastrop counties prohibiting “in-person” instruction for a designated period of time. Additionally, TEA 

has provided new guidance, giving districts the option to begin the school year remotely for up to four 

weeks, with an additional four-week provision, per board approval.   

This letter is intended to provide you with the most up-to-date information on our “Return to Learn” 

plans.  Please note, details are subject to change based on updated guidance from local, state, and 

federal authorities.  

“Return to Learn” Plan:  Our comprehensive plan, detailing our Instructional and Safety/Health 

protocols for returning to school, is posted on our website.  Please review the document in its entirety, 

which includes instructional guidance for remote learning, recommended preventive practices, 

protocols for responding to lab-confirmed cases in the school, and other recommended practices to 

mitigate the spread of the virus. 

Change to Instructional Calendar:  Based on TEA’s most recent guidance, we believe it is in our best 

interest to delay our start date by one week.   This will allow our teachers and staff adequate time to 

train on the new safety protocols, to properly prepare for online learning, and to fully support students, 

whether they choose in-person or remote instruction.  The new instructional calendar is posted on our 

website with these important changes: 

 School Start Date for Students: August 24, 2020 

 Elimination of Holiday: October 13, 2020 

 School End Date for Students: June 3, 2021 

 Graduation Day: June 4, 2021 

 

Remote Learning:  We will begin our school year in a remote setting with ALL students and will continue 

that instructional model for four-weeks.  For families that choose “in-person” instruction for their 

student(s), we expect them to return to our buildings on September 21, unless an extended closure is 

necessary based on our local conditions at that time.  We will continue to communicate any changes, 

if applicable.  

Technology Update: At this time, we expect our purchase of technology devices and hot spots to be 

delivered in time to begin remote instruction on August 24th.  Upon receipt and configuration of these 

devices, we will communicate a plan for deploying devices to our students prior to August 24th.  Please 

await further guidance from the district on the deployment of these devices.  

Instructional Options: As previously mentioned in the June 29th letter sent to families, we have planned 

for two options for delivering instruction: full-time “in-person” and full-time “remote.”  TEA’s guidance 

has since changed for high schools, specifically.   

While PreK-8 will continue to pick between the two options previously noted, high schools have been 

approved to replace full-time “in-person” with a hybrid model, combining the two models of instruction.  

https://www.austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Health/20202.7.14%20Signed%20Health%20Authority%20Order_Schools_Final.pdf
https://www.co.bastrop.tx.us/upload/page/0282/docs/Order%20of%20Contol%20Measures%20for%20In-Person%20School%20Campus%20Instruction%207-21-2020.pdf
https://www.elginisd.net/cms/lib6/TX01917830/Centricity/ModuleInstance/86/2020-2021-eisd-return-to-learn-plan-07232020.pdf
https://www.elginisd.net/cms/lib6/TX01917830/Centricity/Domain/858/2020-2021-sy-calendar-07242020.pdf
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High school students will still have the option to choose full-time “remote” instruction; otherwise, they 

will follow a hybrid model.  Details of this plan will be communicated by Elgin High School. 

Commitment Forms: To date, we have received approximately 75% of completed commitment forms.  

Our campus administrative teams will be contacting families that have not yet submitted this 

information, as it is critical to our planning, staffing, and scheduling.  If you wish to change the 

instructional method previously chosen, you will need to contact the campus principal no later than 

August 7, 2020. 

Virtual Superintendent Chats: I invite you to join me for our third “summer chat”, as we prepare to 

“Return to Learn.”  This will be another opportunity to engage in meaningful conversation and answer 

any questions you may still have about our plans to return to school. The dates and times are as follows: 

 Elgin ISD Staff:  August 4 from 5:00pm-6:00pm (ZOOM Link to be sent via email) 

 Parents/Community: August 5 from 6:00pm-7:00pm (ZOOM Link to be posted on our website) 

 

For now, we will continue our planning based on what we know today, and we will navigate any 

additional changes with grace, transparency, and resiliency.  Above all else, we are excited to return to 

school and reconnect with our students, staff, and families.  On a personal level, I sincerely appreciate 

the outpouring of support from our EISD community.  It is a reminder for me that we truly are One Town, 

One Team, One Family.  And that we remain…Stronger. Together.    

Stay well. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Jodi Duron 

Elgin ISD Superintendent 

 

 


